BENARES   AND  LUCKNOW.
merely meant to prove to the Council at Calcutta, to
the Court of Directors, and to the Government at
home, that there had been a formidable insurrection
at Benares, and troubles in Oude.
The Governor  General's letters show that all the
service he expected from the Chief Justice was, that he
would take the affidavits, which Sir Elijah or any other
man assuredly could take, without any breach of law.
My father, in effect, did no more than this; and yet, for
this, he is compared to the Lord President of the Court
of Sessions in Scotland holding an assize at Exeter!
It is true that the Chief Justice of the Court at Calcutta
had no more right to try the Begums, or any other
criminals at Lucknow, or at Fyzabad, than the Lord
President of the Scotch Sessions had to open an assize
in Devonshire ;   but there was nothing to hinder either
the one or the  other, if called upon so to do, from
justifying the acts of an official man by taking affidavits.
The Lord High Chancellor, or the Lord Chief Justice of
England, might have done all that the Chief Justice of
Bengal did, without degradation of his office; for he
would have acted not in his judicial, but in his private
character; and in his private character, there was nothing
in law, there was nothing in equity, to prohibit the little
that was done by my father at Lucknow.    Any private
gentleman might have taken the affidavits.    It was not
necessary that he should be a lawyer.    The  captain
of a man-of-war, nay, even the commander of a mer-
chant ship, is not unfrequently called upon, in foreign
and remote countries, to receive affidavits affecting the
interests or the characters of British subjects settled in
those countries.    The insurrection at Benares had been
of too formidable a nature to allow any man. in British
India to doubt of its existence; it was not'for Sir Elijah
to decide whether it had, or had not, been provoked
by Hastings, in his eagerness to get money to carry oa
the war, and to preserve our Indian Empire;  he could
no more sit in judgment upon Hastings, than upon
Cheyte Sing and the Begums; but it is clear, from his
declarations upon oath, that he had been induced to
believe, that Cheyte Sing's revolt was pre-concerted,
and that the Begums favoured it by means of their
agents.     But while at Lucknow, my father was not